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1- File Copy 



Application No. 



Office Action Summary 



Applicant(s) 



Examiner 



Group Art Unit 



sheet beneath the correspondence address— 



MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE __ 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

. Extensions of time .ay t>e avails under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 , 36(a). ,n no even,, however, may a reply be timeiy liled after S,X <6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

Status 

H Responsive to communication(s) filed on — - — — — 

f , This action is FINAL. . . . 

'; , Since this appiication is in condition for al.owance except for fomja, -tte.^osecution as to the ments ,s Cosed 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.Q. 21 3. 



Disposition of Clairns 

^CIaim(s) 



imi 




0 



Of the above claim(s) 
□ Claim(s) _ 
^CIaim(s)- 
Claim(s)- 



/ 



Claim(s) 



_ is/are pending in the application. 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
_ is/are allowed. 
_ is/are rejected. 
- is/are objected to. 

_ are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



Application Papers 

ksee the attached Notice of Draftsperson's P^enlgawinp Review, PTOjM8 
f _ The proposed drawing correction, filed on. 7/ ^ Q -£- 



is 



proved disapproved. 



The drawing(s) filed on__ 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 



The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

" Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

All Some* None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

received. 

received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number)^ - -- 

received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 



Certified copies not received: 



Attachment 

Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 
Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 
krtice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



Interview Summary, PTO-413 

Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Art Unit: 1711 



1. 



The following is a quotation 



of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 



ejections set forth in this Office action: 



rei 



not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 



are 



— " . , lwnilM have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 



s 

manner in which the invention was made 



Claims 1 



-30 arc rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over either Parry 
el al or Carey et al taken with Wycech et al and Kagoshima et al . 

The primary references disclose that i, is old in the art to foam epoxy resins with the use of 
a Mowing agent and an acid source component such as phosphoric acid as the curing agent whrch 
when the curing agent reacts with the resin an exothermtc heat of reactton occurs thus volatilizing 
the blowing agent and foaming the resin. While these references do no. show the use of a two 
package system employed ro separate the reac.ants i.e. rhe resin and the curing agent to prevent 
premature reaction such system has been sold commercially for many years. In any case Wycech 
no, only dtscloses such a system and additionally discloses the use the claimed expandable 
microspheres as foaming agents tn said system. Kagoshima is cited to show tha, it also old ,» the 
al1 ,„ add rubbers such as those claimed in clam, 12 and in claim 13. Note that the recitation of 
the term "sty-ene" in claim 1 3 should be recited as -polystyrene". Patentees also disclose the use 
„f expand able microspheres in their foamable composition (see col. 5 line 6 e, sen. Of Kagoshima 



el al. It won 



Id have been well within the skill of the routineer to apply the teachings of both 
Wycech and Kagoshima et al to the disclosure of the primary references in the absence of 

unexpected results. 



Application/Control Number: 09/300.930 ^age 
Art Unit: 1711 

The tactual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co.. 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966). that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or 

nonobviousness. 

2. Applicants' attention is directed to the fact that there should be a clear line of distinction 
between the instant case and all the other cases related to the instant case, namely Ser. Nos. 

081.967; 197.124; and 344,198. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Morton Foelak at 

telephone number (703) 308-2442. 
M.F. 

March 14.2000 
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